water to get the soap out, then we would hang them on a long clothes line to dry.
It took a full day to get everyone's washing done.
They had a large living room and when someone in the community had pieced a
quilt together, the women would come together and have a "quilting bee." It was
neat to watch the ladies work. Their stitches would look so tiny and most of the
time they would get it finished in one day. I remember a lot of talking and
laughing going on. They would even let us little kids do a stitch or two. Never
could figure out how they could get the stitches so small, and so perfect.
During a hurricane, if we knew it was coming, all the families would go to
Grandma and Grandpa's house. They always had two mattresses on each bed, so
they would move all furniture in the living room to the side and put mattresses on
the floor and all the kids would pile in for the night. When it was all over, any of
us that didn't live there would go home. We didn't always know when it was
coming and would have a big surprise in the morning when we got up.
We always enjoyed going to Grandma's as some of the cousins were always there.
There was an artisan well in the backyard and they always left if on which made a
big pond which we all loved to play in. There was also a big chinaberry tree in the
backyard which we loved to climb in. Don't remember anyone falling out and
getting hurt.
Grandmas cooked on a wood stove and made the best biscuits and lima bean.
We ate a lot of peanut butter and syrup with those biscuits. She had a huge
kitchen table with a long bench so all us kids could fit on it. Guess we were kind
of messy when we ate as I remember always having to sweep the floor after we
finished. There was always a house full of people, fam ily and neighbors as
everyone helped each other, whatever the need.
At this time in life, funerals were mostly graveside and the body was brought into
the homes until the service at the cemetery, with people coming and going and
bringing food. It was kinda scary to us kids, having a dead body in the house.
Grandpa and Granny owned a grove, oranges and grapefruit, as well as farmed
some of the land in beans, pepper, squash, etc. Everyone big enough had to help
pick beans, etc. My favorite was beans. They would pack them in bushel crates
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